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EDITORIAL

Pr Carlos Moreno
Scientific Director and co-founder of the 
ETI Chair

From the moment we are born to our last breath, the urban environment is the primary universe, space and time of humans. The 
issues at stake in the urban transformation are ecological, social and economic, centring on the citizen. Technology is not an end 
in itself – it is but a catalyst, albeit an extremely powerful one, in this transformation process.

Nonetheless, the digital revolution, and in particular artificial intelligence, is profoundly modifying the urban environment as 
phenomenon, all over the world. This dimension prompts us to add a new component to qualify the city of the 21st century: the 
ubiquity, or the ability to enjoy a technological connection anytime, anywhere, for as long as we need.

We are now witnessing the convergence of open data, digital mapping, geolocation and the co-construction of new services. 
Immersed in a socio-territorial environment, data are becoming massive, being processed by algorithms and contributing to the 
emergence of new services and uses. Transport on demand, car sharing, multi-modal mobility, decentralised energies, heritage 
showcasing, inviting urban public spaces, personalised healthcare, better quality of living for the ageing and elderly, massive on-
line education, open arenas for culture, art and leisure, participatory democracy under open governance systems, collaborative 
information systems, and more: these are just a few examples of the services that are emerging today, and which will make the city 
of tomorrow a living, breathing place, where smart cities, social inclusion and technological innovation will become one.

Yes, with climate change and in the age of Covid-19, the role of digital and AI applications will be crucial for the years to come. We 
want AI that serves humans, cities and citizens, to help improve their quality of living, not subject it to its rules.

It is with great pride that we present to you this collection of texts, which is the result of the considerable work carried out by 
Hubert Beroche during a world tour of AI. Capturing the many facets of the research and experimentations being carried out on and 
with AI is of essential importance, in our eyes, to bring out new food for thought and action on this key topic. 

Enjoy!
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INTRODUCTION

Hubert Beroche
Project manager “City of the quarter of 
an hour and AI” at the ETI Chair

This publication extends from a world tour of “Urban AI”, on which I embarked from July to December 2019. Over a period of 6 
months, I explored 13 cities and met with nearly 130 AI players, in search of the answer to a single question: can AI help us create 
sustainable cities?1

The project, carried out in partnership with the ETI Chair, gave rise to multiple analyses, thought processes and debates around the 
topic “AI and Cities”: will we live in cities under surveillance? How can autonomous mobility be used to serve our territories (rather 
than the other way around)? Is AI going to kill our cities? Are we witnessing the advent of invisible cities?... This publication is an 
attempt to respond to all those questions (and many more!). However, far from wrapping up the discussion, it aspires to open up 
new horizons, and stir new questions. 

AI is a phenomenal technology that has already revolutionised our lives and is on the verge of transforming our cities. However, 
on its own, AI is but a tool – a pharmakon, as Bernard Stiegler would say. Now it is up to us to take hold of this technology to take 
up the major challenges of our time and take action for a better world. Taking hold of a technology does not just mean developing 
or using it. It means understanding it and taking ownership of it so that it cannot enslave us. It means taking the time to explore 
all the possibilities it holds to bring about a desired and desirable future. It means, lastly, making sure that it serves our humanity 
and our ideals. 

1. On this line of research, see the URBAN AI report (Hubert Beroche).


